
Dr. Brian T. Prosser 

Educational Consultant 

Email: bprosser.phys94@gtalumni.org 

Tel: (904) 429-7509 

Fax: (928) 752-6421 

 

RE: Recommendation Letter for Zachary Fruhling 

 I am happy to write this letter in support of Zachary Fruhling. I have been fortunate to work closely with 

Mr. Fruhling for more than a decade, in myriad academic capacities, and I count him among my most valued 

colleagues. 

 I have had a unique opportunity to observe every phase of Mr. Fruhling’s teaching career. He and I were 

Teaching Assistants together, in multiple classes, as graduate students at the University of California, Santa Cruz 

(UCSC). Upon observing his interactions with the students he was responsible for assisting, as well as his rapport 

with coworkers, in 2004 I suggested to Zachary that he should pursue a teaching opportunity at Evergreen Valley 

Community College, in San Jose, CA (where I had previously been an Instructor). As I expected, he got that job 

and soon added classes at other colleges to his teaching portfolio. During that time, Zachary and I often talked 

together about how to approach teaching Philosophy classes (particularly, Critical Thinking/Logic classes). In 

fact, I served as a Teaching Assistant for Mr. Fruhling when he taught a session of the “Introduction to Logic” 

course at UCSC. These experiences only confirmed my favorable impressions of Zachary’s teaching abilities. 

 Over the last six years, I have also had the opportunity to work with Mr. Fruhling on several projects 

beyond the classroom setting. He and I have worked closely together in the academic publishing sphere, on 

Philosophy products that he has spearheaded for Aplia Inc./Cengage Learning. While working to adapt 

traditional “textbook learning” to an “online” platform, Zachary and I have engaged in many discussions about 

pedagogy, as well as complex philosophical issues in our shared fields of “Logic” and “Critical Thinking.” In many 

ways, I learned more about Mr. Fruhling’s abilities to reach out to students from this experience than any other. 

Those discussions continue to confirm the superlative impressions I have of Zachary’s abilities as a teacher and a 

philosopher. Simply put, in my twenty years teaching critical thinking to undergraduate college students, few 

have challenged and encouraged me in that endeavor as much as Mr. Fruhling has. 

In every capacity that Mr. Fruhling and I have worked together, I have been impressed by his 

pedagogical acumen, his intellectual breadth, and his ability to make those he works with – both students and 

colleagues – feel supported, encouraged, and challenged to excel. 

I recommend the hiring of Zachary Fruhling, without hesitation. 

Sincerely, 

 
 


