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Philosophy 8: Philosophy of Religion 
Mondays 6-9:10 p.m., Room 435 

Instructor: Zachary Fruhling 
Email: zacharyfruhling@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Mondays 4:45-5:45 p.m., Room 452b 
 

Course Description: 
 
This course is an introduction to Western Philosophy of Religion.  Of course, the best way to learn about 
philosophy (of any variety) is to actually do philosophy.  Therefore we will be working closely with the 
ideas and texts of several of the major thinkers on the topics of religion and religious experience.  All of 
philosophy proceeds by way of argument, so in this course you will have the opportunity both to learn 
about arguments in general and to evaluate for yourself the arguments offered by these thinkers on the 
nature, limits, and possibility of God and religious experience.  As such, this course will not be a mere 
history of philosophy, but rather will seek to evaluate and navigate through the variety of positions and 
views on God and religion.  In addition we will touch on several key contemporary issues in the philosophy 
of religion.  The study of the philosophy of religion can be the most challenging introduction to philosophy.  
Many of your long-held beliefs and convictions will be both challenged and defended, but the central 
commitment in doing philosophy is a willingness to go where the arguments lead and a willingness to 
abandon positions that cannot be supported.   
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Regular attendance and participation is mandatory (class will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m.).  To pass the 
course, you may not be absent for more than one class session.  Please read, and be prepared to discuss, the 
material that corresponds to each session before class.  In addition there are a number of small writing 
assignments throughout the semester.  You will be required to write a 1-2 page précis for a reading of your 
choosing (signup sheet will be passed around).  Students, as a group, will be required to give a brief 
presentation (10-15 minutes) on the content of the reading corresponding to their précis.  In addition, there 
will be slightly longer midterm and final writing assignments.  Assignments should be typed, double-
spaced, with standard margins and fonts.  Your final writing assignment will represent the culmination of 
your work on individual thinkers and will be a more all-encompassing assignment in which you will 
construct your own theory of religion, synthesizing several of the thinkers from the course.  You must be 
prepared to discuss you final writing assignment during the last class session.  Writing assignment topics 
will be given one week before the due dates.  Your final grade will be comprised as follows: 
 
Participation and attendance: 10% 
Precis: 10% 
Midterm Assignment (3-4 pages): 40% 
Final Assignment and Discussion (4-5 pages): 40% 
 
Required Texts: 
 
*Pomerleau, Wayne P., Western Philosophies of Religion, New York: Ardsley House, Publishers, Inc., 

1998. (available at the campus bookstore) 
*Assorted readings to be passed out in class. 
 
Reading Schedule: 
 
Week 1 (8/30): Introductory Lecture 
 
Week 2 (9/6): Holiday, no class 
 
Week 3 (9/13): Medieval Perspectives: Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 1 
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Week 4 (9/20): Modernity’s Origins: Descartes’ Rationalism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 2 
 -Descartes, Rene, Meditations on First Philosophy, selections – handout 
 
Week 5 (9/27): Locke’s Moderate Empiricism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 3 
 
Week 6 (10/4): Leibniz’s Logical Theodicy 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 4 
 
Week 7 (10/11): Hume’s Skeptical Deism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 5 

-Hume, David, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, selections – handout 
 

Week 8 (10/18, Midterm Assignment Due): Kant’s Critical Philosophy & Moralism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 6 
 
Week 9 (10/25): Hegel’s Dialectical Idealism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 7 
 
Week 10 (11/1): Kierkegaard’s Existential Fideism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 8 
 
Week 11 (11/8): James’s Pragmatic Voluntarism 
 -Pomerleau, chapter 9 
 
Week 12 (11/15): Nietzsche’s Genealogical Critique 
 -Nietzsche, Friedrich, Beyond Good and Evil, selections - handout 
 -Nietzsche, Friedrich, The Genealogy of Morals, selections - handout 
 
Week 13 (11/22): God Language: Positivism & Postmodernism 
 -Ayer, A.J., Language, Truth, and Logic, selections – handout 
 -Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Philosophical Investigations, selections – handout 
 
Week 14 (11/29): Evolution and the Bible 

-Plantinga, Alvin, “When Faith and Reason Clash: Evolution and the Bible” – handout 
-McMullin, Ernan, “Evolution and Special Creation” – handout 
 

Week 15 (12/6): Systematic Theology (a.k.a. Constructive Theology) 
 -Peacocke, Arthur, Theology for a Scientific Age, selections - handout 
 -Clayton, Philip, God and Contemporary Science, selections – handout 
 
Week 16 (12/13, Final Assignment Due): Closing Remarks 
 
Academic Dishonesty Policy: 
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  Any student determined to have practiced 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic failing grade and will be referred to the dean. 
 

 
 
 


