
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cabrillo College 
 

Philosophy 49 – Critical Thinking (51198) 
 
 

Instructor:  Zachary Fruhling                           
Spring 2007 
Hours:  T 6:00 - 9:10 p.m. in room SV02 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 4:30-5:50 p.m. in SV02 & Wednesdays 4:30-5:50 in 452b 
Email:  zacharyfruhling@gmail.com 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
Official Description: “Presents techniques for analyzing arguments used in political rhetoric, advertisements, 
editorials, scientific claims and social commentary. Develops the ability to create and refine written arguments. 
Topics include inductive and deductive arguments, the validity and consistency of arguments, the relationship 
between evidence and conclusions, persuasive writing strategies, the concerns of style and audience, and 
impediments to good reasoning….”—Course Catalog 
 
Description Unpacked: The purpose of this course is to learn how to write well-developed, logically sound 
thesis defense essays. To this end, we will begin by understanding what makes arguments for a position 
“logically sound”. The first half of the course will be focused on argumentation, logic and fallacies. In the 
second part of the course we will work on incorporating our new understanding of good argument into the 
process of writing a good thesis defense paper.  
 
When evaluating your work, the focus will be on strength of your reasoning (your ability to state an argument 
clearly and logically); the focus will not be on grammar. HOWEVER: it will be assumed that you have mastered 
the English language. So, even though grammar is not stressed as a grading criterion, I will not read writing that 
has severe grammatical flaws. To demonstrate clear reasoning to me, you must be able to communicate your 
ideas clearly in English. Therefore, if you turn in writing that has severe grammatical flaws, your grade for that 
assignment will suffer.  
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to do the following: 
 
*Distinguish between various types of inductive and deductive arguments 
*Evaluate both inductive and deductive arguments for cogency and strength using a variety of methods 
*Use a system of natural deduction to demonstrate the validity of deductive arguments 
*Recognize common fallacies as they occur in various domains, such as media, politics, etc. 
*Extract the structure of arguments as they occur in primary sources 
*Construct sound arguments to argue for a position 
*Compose a logically sound thesis defense essay 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Core Competencies: 
 
This class offers opportunities to expand one’s skills in all of Cabrillo’s four core competency areas: 

Communication 
Critical Thinking and Information Competency 
Global Awareness 
Personal Responsibility and Professional Development 

 
 
Course Format: 
 
Class sessions will be a combination of lecture, group activities, and discussion.  
 
 
Required Texts:  
 
 * A Concise Introduction to Logic, 9th ed., Patrick J. Hurley (Wadsworth, 2005). 
 * Writing Philosophy Papers, 4th ed., Zachary Seech (Wadsworth, 2000). 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Reading Assignments: 
• Below is the schedule indicating what material from the book will be covered in each class session.   
• You are expected to have read the assigned readings by the time you arrive at class on the day for which 

the reading is scheduled 
• Lectures are designed to supplement the reading assignments, not replace them. 
 
Exams: 
• There will be two in-class exams, each worth 30% of your final grade.   
• Exams will cover material from lectures, readings, and discussion. 
• We will review for each exam during the class meeting preceding the exam day. 
 
Final Paper: 
• The final paper and its preparatory assignments together will be worth 30% of your final grade.   
• The final paper draft will be due on the last day of class, but we will be working on the paper throughout the 

term. 
• Final Paper Breakdown: Outline (10%), Rough Draft (10%), Final Draft (80%) 
• Detailed instructions for the final paper will be given later. 
 
*Other assorted short writing assignments to be assigned. 
 
 
Homework and In-Class Work Packet: 
• Participation and homework together will be worth 10% of your final grade.   
• Much work will be done in class, although there may be related homework that must be done before class. 

Some will be done individually and others with partners or groups. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• The aim of these assignments is to help you learn the material and make the class a little more interactive 
and fun. Sometimes you will be working on specific logic exercises. Other times I may ask you to draw a 
picture or diagram or write something about the topic at hand. Sometimes I will have you share your work 
with your neighbor for critical analysis, after which you will respond to the critique. 

• Bring a container (manila folder, envelope, plastic sleeve) to keep your in-class work and homework in.  
Although we will be going over the homework together in class, these assignments must be turned in with 
your final paper to receive credit for this work.  You do not, however, need to hand in homework daily. 

 
 
Grading: 
 
Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 
 
Exams = 2 x 30%  
Final Paper = 30% 
Work Packet= 10% 
 
*Note: To pass the course, all assignments must be completed.  For example, supposing perfect work on 
everything in the course except the final paper, if you do not complete the final paper you cannot pass the 
course. 
 
Grading Scale:      
 Final %  Grade 

90-100 A 
80-89 B 
70-79     C 

 60-69     D 
 < 60     F 
 
 
Tentative Course Schedule*: 
 
Date: Reading Assignment 
 
2/6 Introductory Lecture; Hurley 1.1, 1.2 (Argument Parts, Recognizing Arguments) 
2/13 Hurley 1.3, 1.4 (Deduction, Induction, Validity, Soundness, Strength, Cogency) 
2/20 Hurley 1.5, 1.6, 3.1 (Argument Forms, Counterexamples, Extended Arguments, Formal and Informal 
 Fallacies) 
2/27 Hurley 3.2, 3.3 (Fallacies of Relevance, Fallacies of Weak Induction) 
3/6 Hurley 3.4 (Fallacies of Presumption, Ambiguity, and Grammatical Analogy) & Exam #1 Review 
3/13 Exam #1 
3/20 Hurley 6.1, 6.2 (Logical Symbols, Truth Functions) 
3/27 Hurley 6.3, 6.4 (Truth Tables for Statements, Truth Tables for Arguments) 
4/3 Spring Break, No Class 
4/10 Hurley 7.1, 7.2 (Rules of Implication I & II) 
4/17 Hurley 7.3, 7.4 (Rules of Replacement I & II) - Exam #2 Review 
4/24 Hurley 7.5, 7.6 (Conditional Proof, Indirect Proof) 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5/1 Exam #2 
5/8 Seech 1-4, Paper Outlines Due 
5/15 Seech 5-8, Paper Rough Draft Due 
5/22 Work Day 
5/29 Final Papers Due at the beginning of class.  Late papers not accepted. 
 
* Note that anything on this syllabus is subject to change. 
 
 
 
Other Important Considerations that May Affect Your Grade:    
 

i)  Make every effort to attend class. This class is designed to be a relatively easy “B” 
if you (a) read the material carefully before class, (b) you attend every class and (c) you do 
every homework assignment. On the other hand, people who neglect to do these things 
tend to do poorly in my critical thinking classes. Aside from this tendency to do poorly, 
there is no direct consequence to your grade for being absent.  Be forewarned, however, 
that this material is exceedingly difficult to master when working alone, so regular 
attendance is strongly encouraged.  If you miss class, ask a classmate about any assignment 
instructions, due dates, and/or exam schedules you may have missed information about.  
You are responsible for finding out if you missed anything important during your absence 
and for being present on exam dates. 

 
ii)  Make every effort to be at class on time.  If you must be late, enter as quietly and 

inconspicuously as possible - don’t distract others who have arrived on time.  If you are 
consistently late to meetings, I will ask you to drop the class.  Class will begin promptly at 
6:00 p.m., so please plan accordingly. 

 
iii)  Please make sure you hand in all work on time. I will not accept late work. Having 

been absent from class will not be an adequate excuse for not being prepared for class - if you 
miss class, ask a classmate about any assignment instructions and due dates you may have 
missed information about.  Some class sessions, such as those during the composition 
portion of this course, depend on your being prepared each week for class activities. 

 
iv) Participation, both oral and written, is required for this course.  This course is interactive 

by nature and is not merely a lecture course (although I will lecture regularly).  If you are 
uncomfortable with participation, this may not be the class for you (although I attempt to 
make the participation as painless, albeit as challenging, as possible). 

 
v)   No makeup exams will be given, although the exam dates may be modified   

  depending on class progress. 
 

vi)   I will drop any enrolled students who do not attend the first course meeting.  Other than 
this, however, any student who wishes to drop the course is responsible for dropping 
himself or herself.  If you neglect to drop the course by the required deadline (see the 
official course schedule), you will receive a failing grade. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

vii)   If you have a disability and will require special accommodations, please notify me soon 
after the start of classes.  Any request for special accommodations must be accompanied 
by proper documentation. 

 
viii) Do not get behind in the reading or work for this course.  The material for this class is 

extremely cumulative.  If you get behind, this will only snowball and it will be very 
difficult to get caught up.  If you do get behind for whatever reason, make every effort to 
get caught up right away.  The best way to do this is to visit my office hours or to make an 
appointment with me outside of class to help you get caught up. 

 
ix)   Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Policy on Cheating and 

Plagiarism: I encourage studying together but I expect that assignments handed in will be 
your own original work.  Except when specifically assigned as such, I will not accept 
group efforts.  If I find that the answers in two or more papers or exams are too similar 
then none of the answers in question will receive any points. If you are found plagiarizing1 
or cheating in any other way on any of the exams or papers, you will be dismissed from 
this class with a grade of “F” and face a referral to the dean and possible suspension from 
Cabrillo College.  

 
x) Extra Credit Possibility: The philosophy department at UC Santa Cruz hosts several 

visiting lecturers in its quarterly colloquia series.  For extra credit you may attend one of 
these colloquia and write a three page critique of the talk and ensuing discussion (a mere 
summary is not adequate; you must try to critique the argument put forth by the speaker).  
This is an excellent opportunity to experience the way in which professional philosophers 
deal with complex arguments and to learn about some of the issues important to 
contemporary philosophical thought.  Three percentage points may be earned towards 
your final course grade for each talk you attend and critique.  Repeatable up to three 
times.  See the following webpage for UCSC’s colloquia schedule: 
http://philosophy.ucsc.edu/colloquia.html 

 
 
 

                                                        
1    Plagiarism is the conscious or inadvertent failure to identify the 

contributions of others.  It occurs when someone borrows any part 
of another’s work and submits it as his or her own work without 
crediting its author. (Cabrillo College Faculty Resource Guide) 


