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Philosophy 4: Introduction to Philosophy 
Instructor: Zachary Fruhling, M.A. 

Cabrillo College, Fall 2005 
Email: zacharyfruhling@gmail.com 

Office Hours: MW 4:50-5:50 p.m., Th 9:40-11:00 a.m. in 452b 
 
 
I. Course Description 
 
This course is an introduction to western philosophy. As such it will have two objectives. 
The first objective is an introduction to the methods and reasoning of the western 
philosophical tradition. The second objective is a survey of several of the core texts of 
western philosophy.  The best way to study philosophy is to do philosophy.  Thus an 
emphasis will be placed on critical engagement with the assigned readings and thinkers, 
and not on mere memorization. By the end of the quarter participants should be well 
prepared for further study in philosophy and for the application of good-reasoning to 
areas relevant to individual students.  
 
Below is a sample of the topics/questions that we will be looking at this term: 
 

1) Metaphysics – What is the nature of reality? 
2) Epistemology – What is the nature of knowledge? 
3) Mind/Body Problem and Personal Identity – What and who are we? 
4) Free Will and Determinism 
5) The problem of human values and aspirations: Are there natural laws that 

determine good and evil or are values only matters of convention? 
6) What, if anything, justifies political and social obligation? 
7) Postmodernism 

 
By the term’s end you should be able to: 
 

1) Construct a synopsis of the major problems studied in this course together with an 
explication of each designated philosopher’s solution. 

2) Identify the divergent assumptions and worldviews which account of differing 
philosophies. 

3) Compare and contrast the diverse works under consideration. 
4) Describe the cultural scene which shaped the human life-experience for which 

each philosopher is attempting to give an account. 
5) Apply philosophic theories to contemporary contexts. 

 
II. Course Requirements 
 
Your grade for this course will be comprised of four equally weighted components: a 
midterm exam, two papers, and participation/attendance (25% each).  The dates for each 
assignment are listed on the reading schedule below.  Late work will be penalized at a 
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rate of one letter grade reduction for each day the assignment is late.  No makeup exams 
will be given.  Paper topics will be distributed one week before each paper is due.  Papers 
must be at least seven pages in length, typed and double-spaced, with standard margins 
and fonts.  You will also be required to present the content of your final paper on the final 
exam date.  You will be expected to have each day’s reading assignment completed by 
the beginning of each class session.  See below for a schedule of readings.  I will take 
attendance each week by means of a sign-in sheet at the beginning of class.  It is your 
responsibility to be on-time in order to sign in.  If you must be late for whatever reason, 
please enter quietly and without disruption.  This class is by nature interactive, so you 
should be prepared to discuss the material each week in class discussions.  All of 
philosophy involves justification for one’s position and the evaluation of arguments.  As 
philosophers it is your responsibility to go where the arguments lead you and to abandon 
positions that are not able to withstand critique.  This is what distinguishes philosophy 
from, say, rhetoric or debate, and what will constitute the guiding principle for class 
discussions. 
 
III. Required Materials 
 
*Textbook: Epistemology: The Classic Readings, ed. David Edward Cooper 
*Other assorted readings to be distributed in class 
*Two bluebooks for the midterm exam 
 
IV. Schedule of Sessions and Readings ( ‘*’ = in Cooper) 
 
Aug 29: Introductory Lecture 
 
Sept 5: Holiday 
 
Sept 12: Ancient Philosophy I: Plato 
 
 Plato, Republic (Divided Line and Allegory of the Cave)* 
 Aristotle, Posterior Analytics* 
          
Sept 19: Ancient Philosophy II: Aristotle 
 
 Plato, Republic (Philosopher-King) 
 Aristotle, Politics 
 
Sept 26: Origins of Modern Philosophy: Descartes (Continental Rationalism) 
             
 Descartes, Rene, Meditations on First Philosophy* 
 
Oct 3: Proofs for God’s Existence: Cosmological, Ontological, Design Arguments 
 
 Solomon, Robert, The Big Questions, Section on God 
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Oct 10: Descartes’s Critics: Locke & Hume (British Empiricism) 
 
 Locke, John, Essay Concerning Human Understanding* 
 Hume, David, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
 
Oct 17: The State of Nature and Modern Political Philosophy; Paper #1 Due 
  
 Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan 
 Locke, John, Second Treatise on Government  
 
Oct 24: Kant’s Synthesis & Ethical Theory 
 
 Kant, Immanuel, Critique of Pure Reason* 
 Kant, Immanuel, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals 
 
Oct 31: Midterm Exam 
 
Nov 7: Foundations of Postmodernism: Nietzsche 
 
            Nietzsche, Friedrich, On Truth and Lies in a Nonmoral Sense* 
            Nietzsche, Friedrich, The Gay Science 
 
Nov 14: Wittgenstein 
 
 Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Philosophical Investigations 
 Wittgenstein, Ludwig, On Certainty* 
 
Nov: 21: Postmodernism 
 
 Lyotard, Jean-Francois, The Postmodern Condition 
 Baudrillard, Jean, Simulations 
 
Nov 28: Free Will / Determinism 
 
 Solomon, Robert, The Big Questions, Chapter on Free Will 
 
Dec 5: Contemporary Approaches to the Mind/Body Problem 
 
 Solomon, Robert, The Big Questions, Chapter on Mind/Body Problem 
 
Dec 12: Final Paper Due; Student Presentations 
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V. Other Considerations That May Affect Your Grade: 
 

• Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will result in an 
automatic failing grade and a referral to the dean. 

• Should you decide not to complete the course, it is your responsibility to 
drop the course by the official drop dates.  See this semester’s course 
schedule for the official drop dates.  If you do not drop the course in time 
you will receive a failing grade for the course. 

• Participation, both oral and written, is required for this course.  This 
course is interactive by nature and is not merely a lecture course (although 
I will lecture regularly).  If you are uncomfortable with participation, this 
may not be the course for you; although I will attempt to make the 
participation as painless albeit challenging as possible.   

• I will drop any students who do not attend the first course meeting. 
• If you have any disability that will require special accommodations, please 

let me know as soon as possible.  All requests must be accompanied by 
proper documentation. 

• Having been absent is not an adequate excuse for not being prepared.  If 
you must miss a class for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to find 
out what you missed during your absence.   

• Note that anything on this syllabus is subject to change. 
 


